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Story Summary: This is a young girl’s account of day-to-day living in war-torn Bosnia.  

Through her descriptions, we learn about her personal thoughts and feelings. Her entries 
capture experiences that are common adolescent concerns: worries about being popular, 
entertainment, and what will happen in the future.  Before war broke out, Zlata Filipovic was a 
normal, happy twelve-year-old, but life changed in the spring of 1992 when Serbian artillery 
positions were placed on hills above her home, and the shelling of Sarajevo began.  Zlata was 
forced to spend much of her time in a cellar protected from the bombings.  Food, electricity, and 
water were scarce and friends and relatives were injured and killed in the gunfire and bombings.  
Zlata lost her innocence and childhood because of the war.  When we read her diary, we read of 
her confusion, fear, and despair, but we also learn of her strength, love, and belief in basic 
human goodness. 
     

Objectives: The students should be able to: 
 build an awareness of current events and social issues in his or her own communities and 

elsewhere in the world; 

 find examples of persecution and genocide in today’s world; 

 explain his or her own civic and social responsibility as members of society; and 

 seek to find ways to make a positive contribution to the lives of others in his or her own 
communities and abroad. 

 

Topics for Discussion: 
 What similarities can you find between Zlata’s life and your own? 

 Explain why you believe Zlata’s diary was chosen for publication, rather than the writings of 
an adult, journalist, or professional writer? 

 Does Zlata understand why there is a war?  Explain the reason for your answer. 

 Who are “the kids?” 

 Tell why Zlata decides to name her diary. 

 Many of Zlata’s friends are leaving Sarajevo.  Explain how this make Zlata feel.  Why does 
her family decide to stay? 

 Zlata uses the word “horrible” over and over to describe what is happening in Sarajevo.  
Why does she use this word?  What “horrible” things are happening? 

 Explain how Zlata’s life changed from the beginning of her diary till the end. 

 What is Zlata’s parents’ reaction to the war?  Tell how they are changing both emotionally 
and physically.  Find diary entries that support your answers. 

 Why was the decision to stay or leave Sarajevo a difficult decision for Zlata’s mother? Why 
don’t they leave? 

 Describe other characters in the diary, such as her mother, father, aunts and uncles, or 
friends.  What characteristics do they share? 

 What three groups are involved in the conflict?  How does Zlata explain the political situation 
in her country? 

 Explain the similarities and differences between Zlata’s diary and Anne Frank’s diary.  Why 
do you think they are so similar?   

 

Suggested Activities: 
 Collect current events about the war in Bosnia.  Display news articles that describe events in 

the area.  



 Create a relief map of the Balkan Peninsula.  Include the republics of the former Yugoslavia, 
surrounding countries, mountain ranges, rivers, and the Adriatic Sea. 

 Research the history of Bosnia and Yugoslavia.  Write a paper which includes information 
on Marshal Tito, the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand in 1914, the Olympics in 
Sarajevo, the Slavic ethnic groups, and other pertinent information. 

 Work in pairs to conduct a mock interview of Zlata.  One student should create questions 
based on a reading of the book.  The other student should answer the questions as if he/she 
is Zlata.  Do a prewar and a postwar interview.  Compare the two interviews. 

 Create a chart that compares Zlata’s Diary with Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl. 

 Prepare an advertising promotion for Zlata’s Diary. Include a script for a thirty-second radio 
spot, design a billboard, and videotape a thirty-second television commercial.  

 Create a Venn Diagram of Zlata comparing her before and after the war. 
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